PAGE  
1

Title: Justification (DD-21)
Purpose: To instruct the hearers of what the Bible teaches about the experiential blessing of justification. 

Introduction

1.
It is not experience that validates the truth; it is truth that validates experience. This was something that the Puritans were particularly concern about, and therefore, they put great emphasizes upon a biblical understanding of “Experiential Christianity” or “The Experiential Blessings of Salvation”.

2.
In our previous studies, we have already considered three of the experiential blessings of salvation – 1) Calling and 2) Regeneration 3) Conversion. Now we move to the next – 4) 
IV.
JUSTIFICATION 
· Now this topic is but an expansion of the orthodox distinctive of “Salvation Apart from Personal Merit”. But here we will be looking at the issue not in a general way but in a more detailed way. We have considered the forest of this subject, now we will descend to consider the trees. And in dealing with this subject, let me begin by saying something about…
A.
The Meaning of Justification 
1.
In Scriptures, the words “justify, justified, justification” are legal terms, terms used in the courts of law. And basically the word means to declare or pronounce someone righteous, and consequently to treat him as such.
2.
Let us look at a few examples to illustrate this.

a.
Deu 25:1-2 (READ).  Note here that to justify is the opposite of to condemn. And both terms are used in the context of a court room. To justify means to declare or pronounce as righteous; and to condemn means to declare or pronounce as guilty. So the term has to do with a legal act or transaction.
b.
Pro 17:15 (READ). Would it be displeasing to God to make someone who is wicked righteous? No. That would be something God would be pleased it. Therefore, to justify here must mean to declare a wicked person as righteous and a righteous as wicked; and that is what is displeasing to God. So the justify here is again a declarative and legal act.
3.
And when the word is used in respect to salvation, it still has the same meaning. 

a.
Rom 5:16 (READ). Note again that the word is used as the opposite of condemn. To justify means to declare as righteous.
b.
Rom 5:18 (READ). 

4.
Therefore, never confuse the blessing of justification with regeneration or sanctification. They are not one and the same. Although these blessings always go together, they must never be confused. Failure to make this distinction leads to utter confusion and even the denial of the gospel of the Lord Jesus. 
B.
The Agent of Justification

1.
Who is the agent of justification? God! He is the Judge of all the earth and justification is an act of God. He is the One who justifies.

2.
And this is important to keep in mind because whoever God justifies, no one can condemn - Rom 8:31-34 (READ). 
a.
God’s declaration, no one can overturn. If God declares you righteous, then it does not really matter what everybody else will say. No one can overturn the verdict God has made.
b.
Illus: It is like the judgment of our Supreme Court. Whatever it declares is final. The citizenry cannot overturn its ruling, neither any of the lower courts. 

c.
So also in God’s act of justification. He is the Supreme Being. No being is higher than God. Therefore, when God declares someone as righteous, no one can overturn that judgment. Let conscience say others, let the people protest, let the devil rages. But when God declares someone as righteous, then no one can overturn that judgment. 

C.
The Ground of Justification
1.
What is the ground on the basis of which God will declare a person justified? The Scriptures put it is several ways.
a.
We are justified not of works done by us. 
· Rom 3:19-20; Rom 4:1-2; Gal 2:15-16; Gal 5:4 (READ)
· And this should not surprise us because our obedience to God’s law will never be perfect in this life. Therefore, it would be impossible to be declared by God as righteous on the basis of our work of righteousness. In fact, in Gal 5:4 Paul asserts that if obedience to the law is to be viewed as something that contributes even in the least degree to our justification, then the gospel of grace is nullified and Christ will profit us nothing.’
· But what about what Scripture that says that a man is justified not just by faith alone but also by works? (James 2:24). We have already dealt with this objection. But it is clear from the context that James there is speaking of a different kind of justification. He is speaking of a justification that vindicates the genuineness of a person’s faith. IOW, works serve to prove that a person’s faith is really genuine. Therefore, James in no way contradicts Paul.
b.
We are justified not any righteousness wrought in us.
· And this is clearly implied in Rom 4:4-5 (READ – “who does not work” as if works can be the basis of our justification) “who justifies the ungodly”. This is one of the boldest statements of Scriptures that indicates that we are not justified by even by any righteousness wrought in us - for God justifies the ungodly.

· And remember that even the righteousness God infuses in us through the work of the Spirit can never be perfect in this life. Therefore, it can never be the basis of our justification.
c.
We are justified by grace.

· Rom 3:24-26; Rom 5:15; Rom 4:16; Gal 3:11-14 (READ)
· And what is grace? It is the very opposite of merit. It is unmerited and even ill-deserved favor. Rom 11:6 (READ).
d.
It is in Christ that we are justified.
· Rom 8:1; 1Cor 6:11; Gal 2:17 (READ). 

· This compels us to think that the ground of our justification cannot be found in us but in the person and work of Christ. We are beneficiaries of this judgment of God because of some virtue that belongs to Christ.

e.
It is through the redemptive work of Christ and particularly through His blood that we are justified.
· Rom 3:24,25; 5:9; 8:33,34  (READ).
· Therefore, it is in the work of Christ particularly in His death that is specifically mentioned as that which is the ground of our justification. Without that death, there could have been no basis for justification.

f.
It is on the righteousness of God that we are justified.
· Romans 1:17; 3:21-24; 2Cor 5:21; Rom 10:1-4; Phil 3:9 (READ)

· So this righteousness on the basis of which we are justified is not merely human in origin, not merely of human authorship, and not merely human in qualify. It is divine in origin, divine in authorship, and is divine in quality. Therefore, this righteousness fully and perfectly meets the demands of God’s justice and requirements and will most surely elicit God’s approval. 
g.
It is the righteousness and obedience of Christ that we are justified.

· Jer 33:14-16 (READ). The Lord Himself will be our righteousness. The righteousness we cannot produce, the Lord Himself will become.’
· Rom 5:17-19 (READ) “made” or “constituted”. This explains the divine origin and quality of the righteousness that is the basis of our justification. It is the righteousness wrought by the God-man Christ Jesus. And it is on the basis of that righteousness and obedience that we are justified.
· 2Cor 5:21 (READ). The “He” here refers to Christ. And note the closest of union between Christ and His people. John Murray: “Just as Christ became so identified with out sins that, though knowing no sin, he was made sin, so we being in ourselves utterly ungodly and therefore knowing no righteousness are so identified with Christ’s righteousness that we are made the righteousness of God.” IOW, just as our sins were so identified with Christ that it can be said that He was made sin, so Christ’s righteousness is so identified with us that it can be said that we are made the righteousness of God.
2.
So this is the ground of our justification. Not anything done by us or wrought in us but solely and exclusively on the righteousness and obedience of Christ, the righteousness of God received through faith.
D.
The Instrument of Justification
1. And the instrument of justification is faith. 
2. The relation of faith and justification is portrayed in different ways in the Bible. 
a.
Various phrases are used to describe the relation of faith and justification.  The NT writers commonly used three expressions, all of which indicates that faith is the means of justification and never the ground of justification.
· Rom 3:28 (READ) “by faith” pi,stei (dative). This expression used 58 times in the NT signifies the importance and necessity of faith.
· Rom 5:1 (READ) “by faith” evk pi,stewj. This expression used 21 times in the NT signifies that faith is the occasion that a sinner is justified.
· Gal 2:16 (READ) “through faith” dia. pi,stewj. This expression used 9 times in the NT signifies that faith is the means or instrument of justification.
b.
Dr. Joel Beeke: “Each of these three usages has its own special emphasis or significance. The use of the simple dative (pistei) calls attention to the necessity and importance of faith. The use of the preposition dia (“through” or “by means of”) describes faith as the instrument of justification… The use of the preposition ek (“from,” “out of,” or “by”) describes faith as the occasion of justification, though  never as the efficient or ultimate cause of justification….It is critical to note that in none of these cases, nor anywhere else in Scriptures, is faith (or any other grace) represented as constituting some ground of merit for justification. And this is all the more remarkable when one considers that dia with the accusative (as oppose to dia with the genitive) would mean “on the ground of” or ‘or account of.” Thus, dia ten pistin (as oppose to dia pisteos) would convey the notion of “on the ground of or on account of faith”, thereby making faith the meritorious reason for the believer’s acceptance with God. Yet such is the precision of the Spirit’s oversight of the NT Scriptures that nowhere does any writer ever slip into using this prepositional phrase.”
3.
By why is faith the instrument of justification? 
a.
Not because of the fact that it is a gift from God. For even repentance is also a gift from God as well all the other Christian graces.
b.
But because there is something peculiar to the nature of faith that makes it the sole and appropriate instrument of justification. 
· This peculiarity is indicated in Rom 4:16 (READ). There is something about the nature of faith that makes it perfectly in harmony with grace. 
· But what is in the nature of faith that makes it in perfect harmony with grace? It is the nature of faith to look away from self and wholly trust or rely in another. “Far from being a work of merit, faith is a realizing of my demerit, a negation of all hope of merit…Faith abandons all self-merit and receives and relies solely on the merits and righteousness of Christ.” IOW, faith is not the hand that brings and offers to God a merit, nor is faith itself what brings merit, but faith is simply the empty hand that receives the all-sufficient merit of Christ as the only ground for justification.
· Yes, the faith that justifies is never alone. It is always accompanied with other graces like repentance and love and good works. However, faith is in perfect harmony with God’s method of grace and it can only be the sole instrument of justification.


E.
The Result of Justification

1.
What is the result of justification? Well let us just consider the ones particularly mentioned in Rom 5:1f (READ). And the first is peace with God - Rom 5:1 (READ) “we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”.
a.
Note here that Paul says “peace with God” not “the peace of God”.  While “the peace of God” has something to do with the absence of anxiety through that peace or tranquility that God gives us, “peace with God” has to do with the end of hostilities with God.

b.
Before justification, we and God are in the state of war and we are under His wrath and condemnation, but justification by faith brings the end of hostilities - “peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”.
2.
Another result of justification is free access to God’s promise blessings– Rom 5:2a (READ) “through whom (Christ) also we have obtained our introduction (access) by faith into this grace in which we stand…”
a.
Prior to out justification in Christ, we had no access into the all the promised blessings of God. But that has all changed at justification. Through Christ in justifying grace we have obtained our access by faith into this grace in which we stand.
b.
It is like being given a pass to enter anytime the throne of grace, meet with God, and secure His promised blessings.
3.
Furthermore, another result of justification is a joyful expectation of seeing God’s glory – Rom 5:2b (READ) “and we exult in the hope of the glory of God.”

a.
To “exult” means to glory or to rejoice greatly.
b.
And what is the object of this exultation? “the hope of the glory of God”. That phrase means nothing less than the sure expectation of seeing God’s glory. While for others seeing God will mean terror and dread, the justified sinner even now exults in the sure expectation of seeing God’s glory.

c.
And this exultation of the hope of God’s glory cannot in anyway be dampened by the tribulations a justified person must go through in this life. For note what Paul says in Rom 5:3-5 (READ)?
4.
Another result of justification is no condemnation – Rom 8:1 (READ).
F.
A Practical Question with Respect to Justification
1. The Question: “So what role will our works have in the day of judgment?” This is a very good question because the Bible teaches that each one of us will have to stand at the judgment seat of Christ. 2Cor 10:5 (READ).

2. And in answer to that question, two things must be bored in mind.

a.
Our works will serve as an index of our spiritual state. 
· Never forget the parable of the wheat and the tares. The wheat represents true Christians and the tares represent false Christians.
· Well how will you be able to distinguish between the two? You will know them by their fruits.

· In the Day of Judgment, our works will serve as an index of our spiritual state – whether we are really true Christians or not. 
· Mt 7:22-23 (READ). There are many who profess the name of Christ and have done even many things in the name of Christ. But they are those who do not really belong to Christ – they are not really true Christians. And what is common of all these men? “you who practice lawlessness”.

b.
Our works will serve as a basis of our rewards of grace in heaven. 
· In and of themselves our works are not worthy of any reward. For they are only what God require of us and they are still mixed with many sins and imperfections. 
· However, for those who are in Christ, God will still in grace reward those deeds.

· Therefore, our deeds do not only serve as an index of our spiritual state but also they are the basis of the degree of rewards we will have in heaven.

· Mt 5:19 (READ). 

Conclusion
1.
Martin Luther once said that justification by faith alone in Christ alone is the article that determines whether a church is standing or falling. In a real sense, he was right. History provides plenty of objective evidence to affirm Luther’s assessment. Churches that hold firmly to this biblical teaching remain evangelical. Those willing to yield to this point inevitably capitulate to liberalism, revert to sacerdotalism, or embrace even worse forms of apostasy. 
2.
Therefore, let us never loosen our grip of this biblical teaching. Let us embrace it with the ten-tentacles of our heart. 
